
The Parable of the Soils 
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Luke 8:1–18 

Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and 

bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, and certain 

women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities—Mary called Magdalene, out of 

whom had come seven demons, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, 

and many others who provided for Him from their substance. And when a great multitude had 

gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable: “A sower went out 

to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the 

birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away 

because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and 

choked it. But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When 

He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Then His disciples 

asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?” And He said, “To you it has been given to 

know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing 

they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.’ “Now the parable is this: The seed is 

the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes 

away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock 

are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe 

for a while and in time of temptation fall away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those 

who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and 

bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard 

the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. No one, when he has 

lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but sets it on a lampstand, that those who 

enter may see the light. For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that 

will not be known and come to light. Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him 

more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from 

him.” 

Main Point 

The gospel will produce abundantly when received in the right heart soil.  

Review: 

I. The Gospel Proclaimed (vv. 1–3) 

II. The Gospel Illustrated (vv. 4–8) 

III. The Gospel Hidden (vv. 9–10) 

IV. The Gospel Revealed (vv. 11–15) 
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The Parable of the Soils offers a grim warning as well as a hopeful reminder about the Good 

News. Those who refuse to repent will find their judgment confirmed, while those who repent 

increase in their love and passion for the wonderful message of the gospel.  

I. The Gospel Warns 

A. All Sinners deserve judgment 

B. Some Sinners receive judgment 

II. The Gospel Wins 

A. The redeemed revel 

B. The redeemed reveal
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